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Welcome  

May I welcome you to 'The New Look Friends '. 

The Friends are a group of people who are keen to support the work of 
St. Anne's. All monies raised through membership and other activities will 
assist in maintaining, improving and supporting the work that takes place 
within the Church.  

As you will see that we now have a new group of Committee members 
and we look forward to interesting events taking place to enable our 
membership to grow and continue this valuable work. 

You may wonder why the date of birth is on the membership form and 
the reason is simple that as a group we want to be able to keep in touch 
with members by sending out Birthday Cards.  Some members may have  
no family and are completely on their own and so it is with this hope that 
they will know that someone cares and is thinking about them especially 
on their birthday.  If you don't like people knowing your age—why not put 
the date  and month and  leave off the year. We wont mind! 

I do hope that our Magazine will keep you all up to date with the events  
that will be taking place at St. Anne's. We now have a New Soho Youth 
Magazine coming out in October and Wendy the editor, is willing to make 
it available to all Friends of St. Anne's.  

So here‘s to the first edition and we hope you will enjoy what the pages 
have to offer. If you would like to receive the publication electronically 
please send me a note with your email address and we can arrange this 
for you. 

With every best wish 

Janet Vance (Chair) 

Committee Members 2009/10 

Janet Vance          (Chair)  Duncan Sones       (Secretary) 

Michael Harvey    (Treasurer) Michael Lynch      (Membership) 

Margaret Bailey   (Outreach ) Fr. David Gilmore (Rector) 

Wendy Lynch    Dorothy Cone 

Colin McNeill 
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Answers to the Word Trail 

Gale, Cyclone, Blizzard, Mistral,  Thunder, Smog,  Hail, Lightning, Frost, 
Storm, Drizzle, Hurricane, Typhoon, Breeze, Rainbow, Shower, Sun-
shine, Twister, Snow. 

Diary Dates: 

Sunday 11th October at 11.00am.                                                                                             
Harvest Festival followed by a soup Lunch 
in Aid of Christian Aid.  

Sunday 18th October at 5.00pm at the 
chapel of St Barnabas. Jazz Mass. A 
newly composed Jazz setting to the               
Eucharist. All are welcome to come to the 
beauty of this amazing chapel. Entrance free 
but a collection will be taken during the  
service.  

Friday 30th October  at 7.30pm. An evening of Stars and Spangles. 
Fundraising gala concert with Jeff Kristian and friends. St Anne’s 
Church. Admission £10.00  Pay bar available.  

Saturday 31st October at 6.30. Kids and families Halloween fun 
night. Entrance £3.00 per adult. All funds going to Soho youth project. St 
Anne’s Church. Pay bar available. 

Sunday 1st November at 11.00 am in St Anne’s church. All saints 
day service remembering the faithful of the church  and                                   
3.00pm service for the “faithful departed” where we remember 
our own loved ones.  

Sunday 11th November at 10.50 am Civic Remembrance Ser-
vice at St Anne’s Church followed by the Act of Remembrance at the war 
memorial in St Anne’s Gardens. 

Saturday 12th December 2009 at 7.30pm in the House of St 
Barnabas.  Fundraising concert by Times & Seasons. Admission 
£10.00 but concessions  available. 

Membership Fees are as follows; 

SINGLE.                 £5.       FAMILY.                £7. 50p  

LIFE.                       £100.    CORPORATE.       £50 
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The Rector’s Letter 

Dear All 

What a wonderful opportunity to say hello and welcome you whether you 
are a new or old friend of St Anne‘s Church in Soho. Welcome also to 
what is a very new look ―Friends‖ group and magazine. Someone once 
said a stranger is a friend we haven‘t yet met and as I look over the list of 
members in many cases that is very true. Some of you will have never 
met the ―not so new‖ rector of Soho but your connection, support and 
love of  St Anne‘s goes back many years and you have seen rectors 
come and go; others of you are newer into the area or even have been 
―encouraged‖ to join by the press ganging of our new membership secre-
tary. However long you have been associated as a friend of St Anne‘s, 
hopefully through this magazine and group you will be able to keep in 
touch with what is going on in Soho and we will get to know each other a 
bit better through the pages of the magazine. 

In life, friends are supportive people you can turn to when you are in 
need and it is no less the case in the church. Throughout the country, 
―friends‖ groups are there to support and assist the parish church, 
through keeping in contact with past members, helping with fundraising 
and by their very nature, they are there as the group the church can turn 
to at times for that extra bit of assistance or a group who will get involved 
in fundraising to give the church a bit of a hand. Without the support of 
―friends‖ group many Church of England parishes might experience 
greater hardship as they seeks to make the books balance. 

Our new look committee has sought to set some objectives for the com-
ing year, we want to introduce a few social functions including a free 
drinks reception for members and a concert to help raise funds, along 
with a Magazine that will tell you a bit more about what is going on here, 
but more than that we want to be a group which is actively seeking to 
support St Anne‘s Church in Soho. We want to thank those who served 
on the old committee for the past 10 years and for Janet Vance who has 
taken on to be the new Chairperson of the Friends of St Anne‘s and for 
the new committee members (whose names you should be able to see in 
a list somewhere further on). 

You will see that the membership fees have had a slight new increase 
and we have also introduced a couple of new membership levels includ-
ing Family; Life and Corporate memberships in order to try and attract 
others into becoming friends. So far we are seeing new members joining 
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and when the church website is re-launched – hopefully we will have a 
friends‘ page with regular updated information so if you happen to like 
the internet, you will be able to see what we are up to.                          
www.stannes-soho.org 

In September 2010, it will be 70 years since the bombing of St Anne‘s 
Church by enemy action during WWII. Some of you may have been in 
Soho at that time and remember the devastation that was caused to the 
church and community and so we hope to mark this day by a special ser-
vice and some events during the year up until the 20th Anniversary of our 
rebuilding the following year. Already one of the parents from Soho Par-
ish School is busy composing some music for this event and the children, 
through classes, will be looking at how different Soho was then in com-
parison to now. Maybe you feel you have some archives of this era or 
you could offer something – why not get involved.  In the lead up to this 
period we hope to do a bit of redecoration in the church. Already we have 
raised £2500.00 to replace the old hall chairs and the rest of the building 
needs a bit of love spent on it as it is constantly in use. So plans for the 
future may include a new floor in the hall and new disabled loos on the 
first floor next to the Allen Room and maybe one or two other projects – 
all of which cost money – so any help we can ask the friends for would 
be gratefully received. 

But ―friends‖ are not just there for handouts like a doting elderly aunt, you 
are a part of the life and witness of St Anne‘s Church by being a member 
of the ―friends of St Anne‘s Group‖ and wherever you are or at what 
stage of your life you find yourself in, please be aware that we are thank-
ful for your contribution and support and are remembered in the prayers 
of the people here and in the life of the church. 

Yours sincerely 

David S Gilmore (Rector)     September 09 
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Obituaries  

Ruth Dorothea Drake  22nd May 1917 - 28th May 2009 

Another "Friend" gone. Ruth‘s  funeral service was conducted by the  
rector, The Revd David Gilmore at St. Anne's Church on the 
10th June and as always on these occasions, it was both wonderful and 
sad, and full of ' Do You Remembers'?  

Do you remember how beautifully Ruth read the lessons on Sundays and 
do you that terrible moment when one day she looked up from the lectern 
and, completely bewildered, and asked what was she doing there? And 
we knew that  the spectre of dementia had entered the room.   

Do you remember an earlier time, in her seventies, when she decided to 
do a sponsored parachute jump in aid of Centre point. She raised over a 
thousand pounds but when, after making a perfect landing, her friends 
asked her how it was she said it was brilliant. I came down like this 
throwing herself onto her hands promptly broke her wrist. The following 
year she raised another two thousand pounds with another parachute 
jump. 

Do you remember how Susie looked after her? Like all generations she 
had a life full of drama, war and loss but, too, she had a zest for life and 
adventurous and rebellious spirit. Most of my friends lives seem tame in 
comparison. Ruth, we loved you and will miss you.  

Sevilla Allen 

 

Reginald Bates 25th September 1924 - 27th August 2009 

It is with great sadness that I have to write this Obituary. Reg was a great 
Friend of St. Anne's. He was Vice Chair of the Friends from 1992 - 1995 
and it was around this time that Reg was diagnosed with Parkinson's. 

In time Reg and Marjorie decided that they would move to Cornwall but 
still remained 'Friends of St. Anne's.  Reg led a very full life in one way or 
another and will be sadly missed.  

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife Marjorie and Family.  

Janet Vance (Chair)   

 

http://www.stannes-soho.org
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A Thought 

 

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.                                                 

Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.                                             

It is our light, not our darkness, that frightens us.                                                       

We ask ourselves,                                                                                                      

Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?                                              

Actually, who are you not to be?                                                                              

You are a child of God.                                                                                              

Your playing small doesn't serve the world.                                                           

There‘s nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't 

feel insecure around you.                                                                                             

We are all meant to shine, as children do.                                                                

We were born to manifest the glory of God that is within us.                                              

Its not just in some of us; its in everyone.                                                                  

And as we let our light shine, we unconsciously give other people per-

mission to do the same.                                                                                              

As we are liberated from our own gear, our presence automatically liber-

ates others. 

Marianne Williamson                                                                                                

From ―A Return to Love‖ 

Quoted by Nelson Mandela at his inauguration as President of South  

Africa.  
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PATHFINDER.   

  

Starting with the letter G, follow a continuous path to find 19 weather              
related words. The trail passes through each only once, and may twist 
up, down or sideways, but not diagonally. 

  

                  N   B   E   Z    S   H   O   W   I   S   T 

                  O   R   E   E   W   E   W   T   E   R  E 

                  O   H  A   R   O   R    N   S   N   S  W 

                  Y    P   I   N   B    S    U   H   I    N  O 

                  T    E   U  H   E    A    L   E   E   B   L  

                  A   N   R   Z   L   G   Y   C   N    Z    I 

                  C   I    R   Z   G   O    C   L   O   Z   A 

                  M  D   R   I    H   M    S   R   S   I   R 

                  R   O   F   G   A    I     L   E   T  M  D 

                  S    T   R   N   T    H    L   D  R   A  L 

                  T    S   O   I    N    G     I     N   U  H T 

 Answers on the back page if we remember to put them in! 
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God’s Garden 

St Anne‘s had a garden for a very long time.  It is reputed to have been 
the place where Bishop Compton first planted a Magnolia or Tulip Tree 
way back in the 1600‘s.  In more recent times the rectory garden has 
been reconfigured to create the amphitheatre and raised bed that we are 
all familiar with.  The Garden Committee did a great job planting up the 
site with bulbs and herbaceous plants but over time routine maintenance 
slipped and a firm hand was needed to find the garden again amidst the 
undergrowth.  Over the May Bank holiday a group of volunteers from the 
church was joined by the congregation from the Phoenix Artist‘s Club in 
Charring Cross Road to do a proper tidy up of the garden and terrace 
area.  One of the volunteers was Duncan Sones.  Duncan had lived out-
side of London until recently and missed having a garden to exercise his 
green fingers. He made an offer that he would take over the routine 
maintenance of the garden in return for being able to turn the space into 
a vegetable garden.  Furthermore once the garden was productive he 
would share the produce with the church.  The church wardens agreed 
as it saved them the cost of employing a gardener.   

By St Anne‘s day first salad crop was ready and provided lettuce and 
rocket - there was even a lemon ready for harvest. By the time of the 
Harvest Festival the crop of carrots, cabbages and tomatoes should be 
making an appearance at the service.  To make the entrance more at-
tractive Duncan has donated fuchsia‘s, stocks, marigolds and earlier in 
the year planted corn flowers. He has agreed to keep these areas 
planted with seasonal flowers. 

Duncan said ‗it has been great to get gardening again.  London is trying 
to get 2012 new vegetable gardens planted by the Olympics and so St 
Anne‘s has done its bit. It is a bit like digging for victory.  The plan is to 
have more spaces planted up next year and to grow a much wider vari-
ety of crops. I think that the space really lends itself to Mediterranean 
planting because it is quite a sun trap. But I have to make sure that we 
look after the bonsai tree and of course the Yew Tree which the garden 
committee got from St Pauls Cathedral.  It will soon have pride of 
place.‘   Duncan has agreed to be a committee member of the Friends of 
St Anne‘s which oversees his work in the garden.   

Duncan Sones 
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Soho Youth  

Soho conjures up many images and thoughts, ranging from the sex in-
dustry to the gay capital, to clubs and restaurants and fifties bohemia. 
Well forget all that because from early October Soho Youth  will be                      
telling you how it is. 

We have  started a brand new magazine  produced by the young                 
people of Soho to be enjoyed by everyone.  Soho has so much going 
on both as the centre of a vibrant city and  a tight community . However 
for some reason our youth have been perfectly victorianesque in so 
much as they are rarely seen and never  heard. 

This new magazine is their voice to let everyone else know they exist. 
We want the older generation  to change their idea of what young                 
people are all about and we want  the youth to gain a better                                  
understanding and knowledge of their elders and their local                              
environment. We also want  the youth to be more open to al the arts 
and culture on their doorstep. All this will happen while they gain both 
experience and knowledge of the media industry. 

It is a very exciting time right now as we reach the point of publishing 
our first issue. Everyone involved has been incredible, both young and 
old, and we hope this magazine is here to stay. We are grateful to the 
church for the space we have been given on a weekly basis to under-
take this project and to the friends who are the umbrella group                               
under which Soho youth fall. I hope you like the magazine when it 
comes to you.  

Wendy Lynch. (Editor) 


