


Welcome  

Dear Friends , 

Welcome to our third magazine.  Apologies for the delay which was        
beyond our control, but I do hope the magazine you now are receiving will 
bring you in touch with all the happenings at St Anneôs and help you to 
remember us fondly. I hope that since I last wrote you  all coped with the  
very unusual winter, and now that we are approaching summer time feel 
that the brighter night and warmer weather has brought a spring into your 

steps.  

In January, we had our first Cheese and Wine get together which was a 
very enjoyable evening for the 30 or so who attended. We had a chance for 
some of the Friends to catch up with each other and even managed to get 
a few more members. On this evening we were  able to inform the Friends 
about the fund raising and how much we had raised to date from July 
2009. Our Funds at this present time stand at approximately £4,000. As a 
Friendôs group we hope to support the church, not in the day to day                 
running and paying bills or covering expenses but in providing additional 
things to keep the church looking beautiful as a place of worship in the 

heart of Soho.   .  

Before we, as a New Committee, took over the running of the Friends it 
was reported in the June AGM 2009 that the sum of £565. 48p  was held in 
the Friends account. This was difficult to clarify,  as no bank statements or 
paying -in books were passed over, as we understand they had been        
destroyed. So from July, I think we have done very well to achieve so 
much in just a short space of time.  May I thank all who have helped to 

make this possible.   

If any of the  Friends wish to write an article at any point, please feel free to 
send me your articles or, if you have items of news or announcements, 

please do let us know.  

Best Wishes  

Janet Vance    (Chair)  
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The Rectorôs Letter 

Dear Friends  

Iôm sure if you are anything like me, you will have wondered where the 

time has gone since Christmas. One minute it is cold and dark and  wintry 

and then at long last the weather is warming up and summer may be upon 

us.   During the first part of the year I had some minor health problems and 

had some time off so hence the delay in the magazine.  Today, I decided 

was the day to get into gear and write my piece but to be honest it is a bit 

of avoidance from writing the essay I should be doing at this moment! We 

all put things off but rest and relaxation is important for us ðeven for a few 

days a break can do so much good.  

The months from January have rolled on quickly and with it the work of the 

parish. In early new year, we had the redecoration of the passageway en-

trance to the church and the foyer carpet due to some accidental damage. 

The work was carried at no expense to the church and saved us a lot of 

money. I must confess we are grateful for accidents like this that will help 

us to control the upkeep of the building.  

We have welcomed as our guests St Patrickôs Church who on a Thursday 

evening now conduct their weekly homeless meal at St Anneôs whilst their 

building is being refurbished. Every Thursday we have about 60 -80                

gathering for food in our hall and it is a delight to get to know them.  

The 30th of April saw the 11th Anniversary Service for the Admiral Duncan 

Pub Bombing which took place in St Anneôs Gardens. The Lord Mayor    

Locum Tenans was in attendance and music was provided by Diversity a 

mixed Choir who now practice at St Anneôs on a weekly basis. Family 

members paid tribute and about 150 people walked from the Admiral Dun-

can in Silence for the short service.  

On a weekly basis the church is used more and more by various groups 

including Alcoholic Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous, a Health   

Support Group, The Children's' Centre as a play group, the Luncheon Club 

for our senior residents along with other groups who hire out the hall for 

all sorts of functions. All of these groups contribute to the life and ministry 

of the church and by their subscriptions we are enabled to continue to 

have a parish church in Soho.  



Later on you will see a little about our new PCC which was elected at the 

APCM in April this year and the joy that the parish finances are now                   

moving towards being slightly strong that where they have been. We have 

still a long way to go  and the demands placed upon the church in these 

present economic conditions are not easy.  

In our lives anniversaries are important for us. In 2010, March and April 

saw two Anniversaries for me ðone I became 40 (and there are morning 

that I feel it) the other was my second anniversary of being at St Anneôs. 

Later on this year on the 24th September we will remember the 70th                      

Anniversary of the Bombing of old St Anneôs Church and we hope to mark 

this by a special service. Then in 2011 on the 20th July we will celebrate 

the 20th Anniversary of our rebuilding. As a church,  anniversaries force 

us not only to look back but also to look forward. Look back in                          

thanksgiving, not in regret, and looking forward in hope to where God is 

leading us. So as we move on in this year, lets go in Godôs strength and 

pray that we in St Anneôs may grow and develop and be a place that is 

pleasing to God.  

Yours sincerely                                                                                                               

David S Gilmore (Rector)      June 2010  

Date: Monday 5th July  

Time: 6.30pm to 8.30pm  



LETS COMMUNICATE  

                                   O  W  U  E  M  O  Y  X  M  A  N  I  G  I  I  B  K 
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                                       G  E  G  A   I   G  S  G  A T  T   P  T  J  G  E T 
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                                       K  M  N  R  P  L  U  G  A  D D   R  E S  S  D U 

                                       G  J  Q  Y  M   U  D  N  A  R O  M  E  M  Z Y C           

 Answers later on, if we remember to put them in! 

Subscriptions  

For those who have not paid their 2010 subscriptions we would like to give a gentle                

reminder and have enclosed a form in the magazines about subscriptions - please                  

ignore this form if you have already paid your 2010 membership.  

Soho Community Centre Trust (SCCT)  

Do you live in Soho or nearby and over 60? Why not come and join us for lunch which 

includes a main course, desert and tea/coffee - all for £3.00. Every Thursday at 1.00pm. 

For members of SCCT we are also having a monthly Fish & Chip lunch at a Soho                 

Restaurant on Mondays.  For more info contact Janet Vance on 02077341712 



 
 
 

 

St Anneôs Church Annual Meeting.  

The Annual Meeting took place on Sunday 25th April 2010. We are                    
delighted to announce that Janet Vance stood again as the church warden and  
also elected as the other church warden was Patricia Walters. A tribute was paid 
to Michael Harvey, the former Church Warden who stood down for personal   
reasons. Michael, who has been a great support to the rector and has worked 
tirelessly for the church and is still involved in the life of the parish.   Deanery 
Synod reps (who are ex-officio members of the PCC)  are Michael Lynch and 
Michael Harvey and the  elected PCC members are Stephen Albrow, David 
Boyce, Maria Froggatt. Trevor Langford, Sharon Makinson, Colin McNeill,      
Patrick Thomson and Catherine von Ruhland. The meeting was pleased to    
announce that for the first time in about 7 years the expenditure of this small 
church had not exceeded its income.  A copy of the annual report can be found 
on the church website: www.stannes-soho.org.uk 

 

Godôs Garden 

The annual spring clean of the Garden took place on the late may bank Holiday. 
This year 13 adults and 3 children gave of their time and energy to have our little 
courtyard garden looking clean, tidy and weed free. As usual, dead leaves and 
other debris was removed and preparations made for the use of this area during 
the summer months which will include a wedding in early July and Afternoon 
Teas on the day of the Soho Festival (Sunday 18th July) along with preparations 
for our annual Patronal Service at 11.00 am on St Anneôs Day on Sunday 25th 
July followed by lunch in the garden.    

 

 

 

 

 

S O H O  Y O U T H                                                                                                   
There will be no magazine from the Soho Youth in this edition of the 
friends magazine due to Wendy (the editor)   being very poorly for the  past 
couple of months.  However the good news is that the group is now once 
again meeting and we should have a very interesting magazine coming out 
quite soon. Wendy we at St. Anne's, The Friends and the Soho Youth wish 

you well  and back with us soon.    

Next Soho Youth Magazine due in July  



 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Surpriseéé.  

One of the best kept secrets this year was the  rectorôs 40th! David, who ñdoesn't 

do birthdaysò was shocked to arrive at the hall after an early dinner with a friend 

to find about 80 guests including friends from St Anneôs, former parishioners and 

family  along with members of the local community in the hall. A wonderful 

spread was provided and entertainment by 

Ruby Venezuela which led to one or two 

blushes not only for the rector but any                

unsuspecting man who wasn't clinging to 

his partner or hiding in a corner.  The rector 

and his mother were warmly received into 

R u by ô s 

a m p l e 

b o s o m 

and Betty saved 

the last dance 

for the Rector. 

Festivities over 

and hall cleared 

by 2.00am the 

r e c t o r                       

commenced his 

41st year with a 

quiet morning 

nap! 

 


