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Welcome   
 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the second edition of "The Friends" new-style news letter.  

We at St. Anne's have had some wonderful feedback on the New First 
Edition and for that your comments are most welcome and appreciated. 

 In the past couple of months we have had some very good news and 
some very sad news, for which you will read about further on in the 
magazine. We are now coming up to one of the busiest time in the 
Church Life, i.e. Advent, and Carol Services for which there are many for 
all of us. I, for one, love Carol Services - they seem to give you                          
something to really stop and think about and, of course, we have                                
Christmas Parties and the shops are packed with all kinds of festive 
ideas, gifts, and very colourful decorations.  

On Monday 25th January 2010, "The Friends" will be holding a ñfreeò 
Wine and Cheese party from 7pm for our members.  We do hope that 
you are all able to come along to this event. 

On behalf of myself and all the Committee, we would like to wish you all 
a very Happy Christmas and a very prosperous 2010. 

Best Wishes to you all,   

Janet Vance    

(Chair)    

 

Committee Members 2009/10  

Janet Vance          (Chair)  Duncan Sones       (Secretary) 

Michael Harvey    (Treasurer) Michael Lynch      (Membership) 

Margaret Bailey   (Outreach ) Fr. David Gilmore (Rector) 

Wendy Lynch    Dorothy Cone 

Colin McNeill 



3 

The Rectorôs Letter 

Dear Friends 

At the time of writing, November has just started ï but if you are like me, 

you already realise that Christmas will soon be upon us and it is best to 

be prepared ï or at least try not to get caught out and have to panic at 

the last minute. Oxford Street will be hell and in spite of recession many 

will push themselves into more and more debt in order to have the latest 

gadget. Christmas ads are already on the TV and Iôm sure that notes 

have been written to Santa or at least planned. 

As we think about Christmas ï there is a lot of preparation to do. Cards 

for friends and presents to be bought or recycle, making sure you donôt 

give someone back their present from last year, and thinking about what 

food is going to be needed for the holidays. 

In the church, preparation of services has begun and we are starting to 

get the service sheets organised for the month of December. Meetings 

about Christmas trees have already taken place discussing the        

decorations that will be fixed to them and the choir will commence their 

rehearsal soon for the nine lessons and carols on the evening of Sunday 

20th December. 

Christmas now is different from that first Christmas where Mary a young 

girl is told by an angel she will bear Godôs Son. Initially her husband to be 

thinks she has been unfaithful but after a heavenly visit he too realises 

that this child is the promised Messiah.  And so the Christmas story                    

begins with a journey to register and a baby being born in a stable as 

there is no room in the Inn.  The Christ child is born into poverty and the 

world really doesnôt notice. 

Like that first Christmas, many in our world will spend Christmas in                

poverty whist others enjoy the festivities a little too much.  Some will be 

lonely and spend the holidays on their own not venturing outside of the 

door until the decorations are well and truly down and others will hate the 

time and just wish it to be over.                                         (continued overleaf) 
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But what is Christmas about ï if it is just a time for food and drink and 

presents then it is no better than a pagan festival where we eat, drink 

and be merry.  

However, if we see Christmas as a journey of exploration and  time of 

true celebration and sharing then maybe we catch something of the      

message of that first Christmas where God shares with us his Son and 

though the world fails to recognise him we, like the angels, shepherds 

and Magi worship and adore and a frightened young girl holds heaven in 

her arms. 

Last year at St Anneôs we started hosting a Christmas lunch for anyone 

who would be alone. We catered for about 30 people in the beauty of the 

House of St Barnabas, some of our guests were elderly and single,      

others homeless ï there was a glimpse of heaven that day and still I 

meet one of the homeless men who comes up and gives me a hug and 

says ñit was the best day of my life.ò We know that many of the friends 

might be alone and if you would like details of this lunch please contact 

me at the parish telephone number. But no matter what you do this 

Christmas, please know that you will be in our thoughts and prayers.  

May you have a truly blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year and may 

the Christ Child bless you and all whom you love. 

Yours sincerely 

 

David S Gilmore  

(Rector)   

     

Advent 09 
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PATHFINDER 

Pathfinder. Starting from the centre letter (S) trace a single path through 
twelve Christmassy things. You can only travel left, right, up or down and 
you'll use all the letters only once.  

 

                                                    T  M  A  N  R  S  E  N  T 

                                                    F   I    G  G  E  E  R  A  S 

                                                    N  E  S  D  O  C  P  N  T 

                                                    G  C  A  R  T  K  G  C  A 

                                                    A  A  H  C  S  I   N  L  A 

                                                    P  M  O  G D U  R U  U 

                                                    Y  U  L   I  D  P  K  T  S 

                                                    L  L  E  N  G  S  E  Y  C 

                                                    E  S  N  I    T   L  O  R A 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      Cross Out  

 

All the letters in this grid that appear more than once need to be crossed 
out. The remaining letters, reading from top to bottom, will now spell out 
a seasonal word. What is it? 

                                                A  B  C  D  P  W  Y  K 

                                                M  I  S  O  Y   J   A  L 

                                                C  H  J  Q  N  D  F  U 

                                                O  K  U  L  H  B  T  G 

                                                 P  D  A  G  Q  O  M E                           

                                                 R  L  Y  U   F  H  C  S 

 

 Answers later on - if we remember to put them in! 
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Godôs Garden 
 

The late start to the gardening season in 2009 meant that we were not 
able to grow some things.  The stars of the show were the salad crops for 
St Anneôs day and the cabbages and tomatoes for the Harvest                     
Festival. The garden got a mini make over for each of these events with 
cornflowers and fuchsia for one and peppers and pansies for the other. 

 Now we will need to find something to brighten up the garden for                   
Christmas and the New Year. If anyone has a particular favourite flower 
that could go in the planters by the get let the Rector know and we will 
see what we can do... 

The leaves are falling now and we need to get some of them packed 
away for next year ï they will be the ideal base for a crop of                                    
courgettes.  The beans and pea crops this year did very little so we                    
need to find new varieties which are happier in the Mediterranean if                                     
wind-swept micro climate that we have in the Rectory Garden.    The 
seasons are a great time to reflect ï in my case it will soon be with a set 
of seed catalogues.   

Revelations 22.1 says óThen the angel showed me the river of life-giving 
water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb down the middle of its street. On either side of the river grew the 
tree of life that produces fruit twelve times a year, once each month; the 
leaves of the trees serve as medicine for the nations.ô We are looking 
more pragmatically at getting the sprinkler system fixed ï but plants that 
offer produce every month ï now that would mean that the work on the 
seed catalogues has paid off. 

 

Duncan Sones  
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Soho Youth  

We have just completed our second issue of Soho Youth, packed full of 
book, film, theatre, games and restaurant reviews and so much more. 

This issue we were very lucky to have Quintessentially Soho set up two 
photography workshops with the London College of Photography. In 
these workshops the older group worked with shutter speed and lights 
and created our cover image. They also did this issueôs fashion shoot at 
the House of St Barnabas. The group of fifteen young people from 11 - 
15 years decided on the theme ñParty Fashionò, did drawings of how 
they wanted the photo to look, took the photos, and modelled! A big 
thank you to both Quintessentially Soho and the London College of                          
Photography for setting up the workshops. Soho Youth should be very 
proud of what they have achieved, the results are in the magazine. 

We also have a younger group of about fifteen that have been working 
hard too, with reviews and articles. Both groups have grown by about 

30% since our first issue and continue to grow all the time. 

Both groups have designed five of the baubles for the St Anneôs                   
Christmas tree, so if you are around take a peek. 

Hope you enjoy this issueé 

Wendy Lynch. (Editor)  
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Expectant  

Verses for Advent  

 

O Come, O come, thou living word,  

And pierce our hearts with healing sword,  

From Godôs own mouth proceeding far 

To lance the festôring wounds of war. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! To mend our strife  

Shall come in flesh the God of Life.  

 

O come, O come, appointed one,  

To be Godôs love for everyone, 

To speak on Godôs behalf and show 

As much of God as need we know.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! A fragrant oil  

Shall soon anoint for blessed toil.  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  

God-with -us here and now to dwell,  

At one with our humanity,  

In whom we find our destiny.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! The human face  

Of God with us shall interlace.  

Jim Cotter. Harlech 2002 
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Obituaries  

It is with great sadness that we report the sad loss of a great Friend of          
St. Anne's. Marjorie Bates (Fr. Peter Fellows mother)  passed away on 
the 8th October 2009, approximately six weeks after her husband Reg. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Peter and his Family. 

RIP                  

                                Reginald Alexander Bates  

                               25. 09. 1924 ~ 27. 08. 2009 

                         Marjorie Frances Winterton/Fellows/Bates  

                              04. 05. 1920  ~  08. 10. 2009 

 

Answers to the Word Trail  

Stocking, Present, Santa Claus, Turkey, Carols, Pudding, Tinsel, Yule 
Log, Champagne, Cards, Gift, Manger.  

 Cross Out Answer: Winter   
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Songs, sequins and sauce at Friends of St. Anneôs fundraiser 

Drag artiste Jeff Kristian, who owns Molly Moggs Pub in Soho, hosted a 

fundraiser for the Friends of St. Anneôs on Friday 30 October. It was a 

night of over-the-top costumes and scary make up. And that was the 

night before Halloween. 

Jeff kept the crowd (teenagers to octogenarians and even a few clergy) 

swinging along with favourites such as óMy Heart will go onô and brought 

us bang up to date with Girls Aloudôs óCall the Shotsô. As youôd expect 

there were plenty of costume changes. And at one point a wig change 

(blonde to brunette) meant Jeff had a spooky resemblance to Loose 

Womenôs Jane McDonald. Just as loose ï just a bit less common! 

Colin Savage amazed the crowd with his voice and piercing blue eyes as 

he sang a number of pieces including a hot and steamy Spanish number 

and guest act Lulu Sultana managed to get the crowd singing along too 

when she forgot the words to óLife is a cabaretô. But any self-respecting 

Soho drag punter has a healthy respect for stage fright. When Barbra 

Streisand forgot her lyrics it kept her off-stage for three decades! So if itôs 

good enough for Barbra... 

But it was drag doyenne Ruby Venezuela who had visiting clergy wishing 

theyôd chosen a seat a little further from the stage. Perhaps they thought 

theyôd be safe with a church hall venue.  Itôs always a tricky balance 

when youôre enjoying a cabaret like this. You want to be close enough to 

the stage to enjoy the show ï but not so close youôre in easy reach of a 

saucy sixty-something bejewelled bombshell with very few inhibitions and 

a naughty sense of humour. The visiting vicars learned very quickly that if 

you donôt want a drag queen to perch on your lap - itôs best to keep your 

legs crossed.  

The bar did a roaring trade and that certainly helped oil the wallets. The 

event raised over Ã1,300 for The Friends of St. Anneôs, which supports 

the Parish Church  

Thanks to all who gave their time for such a wonderful evening.                              

                  M Harvey  
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 (Above: Ruby V and a scared priest, Jeff Kristian & JK with Colin Savage) 

Packed -out party launches Soho Youth magazine  

It was a busy night for Soho kids on Halloween. After a round of                      

door-to-door trick or treating at local businesses, Sohoôs kids headed 

straight to St. Anneôs for the launch party of Soho Youth magazine.                     

The magazine is written by Sohoôs youth (aged 7 and up) and has                     

everything from fashion to food, events listings, travel, restaurant and 

book reviews ï all produced by the kids themselves.  

The event saw the Community Hall crammed with kids for the 6.30 to 

9.30 disco. The kids kept hydrated with juices and the parents got a 

chance to make the most of the bar themselves. Mini toads-in-the-holes 

and hotdogs meant the kids managed to eat more than sugar - at least 

for the duration of the party. 

The venue was decked out with pumpkin decorations and the local kids 

showed that Halloween is just an excuse to dress up ï itôs not all about 

ghosts and ghouls. We saw superheroes like Batman and Spiderman, 

ócharacters from St. Trinianôsô and even emos (a sort of watered-down 

Goth).  

The party was a great opportunity to show off the magazine, and to raise 

some money for the next issue.  

          M Harvey  


